
Cycling in Danish Cities 



Needs 

• Connecting across major barriers. 
 

• The longer trips 
 

• Quality 
 

• Marketing 



9 km – no stops 

 



Quality 

 











Out of Level 
Crossing 

• Official economical model 
 

• 4 % internal interest is enough 
 

• 16 % internal interest 



Odense 

• 545 km cycle paths 
 

• 123 cyclist brigdes 
 

• 62 cyclist tunnels 
 

• Traffic calmings 
 







Connecting Cities 



T-intersections 



Short Cuts 

• 60 intersections in Odense. 
 

• 77 % of cyclists feel more safe. 
 

• No change in safety. 
 



Cycle Streets 





Quality and 
Capacity 



Park & Bike 



 



Tramways 





 



 



 



 









• 24 % of all trips in the municipality. 
 

• 34 % of trips in the urban area < 5 km 
 

• 50 % in central city area. 
 

• 81 % cycle or walk from school 
(3.+6.+9. grade) 



Cycle action plan 2015 – 2018 
 

• 25 % modal split in 2018.  
 
Vision of 30 %. 
 

• Share of cycling commuters must 
increase from 36 % to 45 %. 
 

• Share of walking/cycling school children 
must increase from 58 % to 70 % for 0.- 4. 
grade and from 73 % to 90 % for 5.-10. 
grade. 
 













Communication 

Mass media strategy 
 

• Positive messages. 
 

• Attractive image. 
 

• Quality. 
 

Key words 
 

• Freedom. 
 

• Mobility. 
 

• Modern lifestyle. 



Brand & Logo 



8,000 Good 
Reasons 



Cycle Chic 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/clolabaule/14042978826/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/mellbin/13310502765
https://www.flickr.com/photos/clolabaule/14042978826/


Cycle City Website 

 



Cycle Route 
Planner 

 



Press Coverage 
50 – 250 per year 



Kids on Bikes 

• Safe routes to kindergartens. 
 

• 20 cycle games. 
 

• Competitions. 
 
 
 



Commuter Bikes 

• 20 % cycle to the station  
5 % cycle from the station. 
 

• 3 months trial for car commuters. 
 

• Free train + carbon bike +  
safe cycle parking + helmet 
 

• 136 signed up – 30 participants. 
 

• More than half used the train ½ year later. 
 



Cycle Helmet 
Campaign 

• 1,700 free helmets for adults. 
 

• Signed up at web site. 
 

• Photos of each when collected. 
 

• Electronic questionaire. 
 

• Voting at web site. 
 

• 71,843 hits. 
 

• 6,000 votes. 
 
 





GPS Tracking 

• Teamwork on turn. 
 

• 25 GPS units –  25 teams 
 

• 40 workdays. 
 

• 3 most active teams: 10,802 km - 64 persons 169 
km each. 



Bike Theft 

• 1,000 cyclists. 
 

• Half had lost their bike within 5 years. 
 

• More than ¾ will recommend others to use an 
alarm. 
 
 



Folding Bikes 

• 100 citizens got a folding bike and a smartphone 
for ½ year. 
 

• Doubled their ratio of bike trips. 
 

• Increase of 52 % sleeping really well.  
 

• 45 % felt more healthy by the end of the trial. 
 

• Folding bikes were recommended to 1,600 
personal contacts. 
 
 



 



 



Cykel Score 

• Chips on bikes  increase cycling. 
 

• Register. 
• Ekspose. 
• Reward. 

 
• Web site and smart phones. 
• Lottery. 
• All year long. 

 
• 53 % cycle more. 



10 Danish Points 



1 
 
Targets 

• Be ambitious 
 

• Be realistic 
 



Targets 

City Start Target Change Yearly 
change 

Increase 
ratio 

Invest-
ment € 

€/new 
cycle 

trip year 
1 

Trondheim 10 % 15 % + 5 % + 0,50 % + 50 % 110 ? 

Odense 22 % 25 % + 3 % + 0,75 % + 14 % 4 0,6 



2 
Numbers Makes 
Results 

• Updated figures are important 
 

• Cycle countings  
- many locations 
 

• Permanent counting stations 



3 
Separation Versus 
Integration 

• Mixed traffic is simple and cheap. 
 

• > 5.000 cars/day        separation  
 

• > 50 km/t                   separation 
 

• Max 30 km/t     traffic calming 



4 
 
Curbstone 

Cycle lane Cycle path 

Cylists + 6 % + 20 % 

Cars     0 % - 10 % 

Accidents + 5 % + 10 % 

• Double as  many cyclists feel safe 
on a separated cycle path 
versus on a cycle lane. 



5 
 
Width 

• 1 cyclist = 1,3 m = 
 

• 2 cyclists = 2,2 m = 
 

• 1 cyclist + 1 cargobike = 2,5 m =                          or 
 

• 3 cyclists = 3,0 m = 
    



6 
 
Priority of Space 

Space should be dedicated in this order: 
 
1. Pavement. 

 
2. Cycle paths. 

 
3. Bus platform. 

 
4. Lanes for cars. 

 
5. Extra lanes for cars. 

 
6. Parking, if needed. 



7 
Safety by 
Numbers 



8 
Safe Routes  
to School 

• A city for children is a city for 
everybody. 
 

• Map children’s routes, unsafe spots 
and travel habits. 
 

• Campaigns. 
 

• Traffic calming. 
 

• Children are the future. 
 



9 
 
Try & Error 

• Cycle projects can be tested and up 
scaled. 
 

• Test fields in the city. 
 

• Cycle model can describe 
consequences. 
 



10 
 
Winter Cycling 

• You can allways ride. 
 

• Don’t loose cyclists during the winter 
season. 
 

• Clear ice and snow frequently. 



 
Troels Andersen 

www.troels-andersen.dk  


